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MINUTES OF MEETING: IGLO Higher Education working group – 
meeting on the topic of the new Erasmus+ 2028-2034 programme 
 

Date: 13 October 2025 
Minutes taken by: Lucie Münchová, consultant for Education 

 

On 13 October the CZELO office participated in the meeting of the IGLO Higher Education working group. 
The topic of this meeting was the newly published proposal for a regulation establishing the Erasmus+ 
programme for the period 2028-2034. Representative of the European Commission presented the 
proposal for the regulation and reasoning behind it, with specific focus on the newly proposed Erasmus 
scholarships in strategic sectors.  

Presentation of the European Commission  
- the proposal for a regula�on (further in this document refer to as “the Proposal”) is closely 

connected to the Union of Skills, which stresses skills development and breaking barriers between 
all sectors of educa�on and all relevant stakeholders 

- the term “skills” is mostly understood as “competences” – “competences“ are not used so much in 
the strategic documents, but from educa�on point of view they are equally maybe even more 
important and linked closely with skills 

- there will be extensive discussions on the budget of the whole MFF – some member states already 
claim that the MFF is too big – the key for Erasmus+ will be to streamline, simplify, avoid overlaps 
and support boos�ng compe��veness of the EU 

- the proposed increase in Erasmus+ budget takes into account infla�on, integra�on of the European 
Solidarity Corps, but it also safeguards the EU values and priori�es and objec�ves of the programme 
- the aim is to balance both skills development and democra�c engagement, cri�cal thinking etc. – 
the key is to balance both, not only focus on skills as some stakeholders were “afraid of” before the 
publica�on of the Proposal 

- huge focus will con�nue to be on inclusion on all levels of educa�on – the EC already knows that 
this won’t be achieved with the funding that is proposed, but the aim is s�ll to do as much as 
possible  

- there should be no more division by sectors, e.g. no extra chapters for Youth/Sport etc., instead all 
should be integrated 

- also currently there are (on purpose) no budget proposi�ons for different sectors (no minimum 
budget targets) – the aim is to keep as much flexibility as possible across the budget and to limit 
limita�ons  

- there will be con�nued support for Global Europe strategy and interna�onal dimension of the 
programme 

- there is ongoing discussion concerning the full and par�al associa�on of addi�onal countries – 
par�al associa�on would mean associa�on to only some parts of the programme 

- there is ongoing debate about the Erasmus Mundus projects, specifically the scholarships for 
students – it is probable that there will be separate applica�ons for the crea�on of the joint 
programme for the HEI and separate applica�on for students` scholarships 

-  
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- Erasmus+ scholarships – the EC is now developing the concept in more details,  
o The aim is to have scholarships in subject areas where the EU needs more experts (e.g. the 

twin transi�on)  
o The scholarship could finance full grant for a whole degree 
o The EC is aware that there will not be enough budget to do this on a massive scale, the aim 

is to have more exploratory ac�on and to mo�vate the HE sector in general to maybe start 
something like this with funding also outside of Era+ (one of the key ques�ons will be how 
to make the scholarships sufficiently atrac�ve to atract more finances outside of Erasmus+ 
and how to make it technically and administra�vely “easy enough”) 

o The EC is suppor�ng the crea�on of more joint degrees, but these are also more expensive 
for students – therefore there is need to look for more scholarships, or to adapt mobili�es 
to take this more into account – maybe we can copy Erasmus Mundus system for the 
strategic scholarships? 

o The aim is probably to have these scholarships for the most talented students  
o The ac�on would probably be managed by HEIs or NAs (most probably not centrally), but 

this is also under considera�on so far 
o Tes�ng and pilo�ng should happen already in 2026 and 2027 under the current programme 

period - final decision and the format in the new programme has be also agreed upon by 
the Member States 
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