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Meeting notes IGLO International Cooperation Working Group: EU 
cooperation with Western Balkans 

Date: 27.11.2025 

Place of the event: NorCore, Rue du Trone 98, Brussels  

Minutes taken by: Michaela Hnízdilová, Senior Consultant for Research 
 

EU cooperation with Western Balkans 

Introduction & Context 

• Presentation focused on policy engagement and scientific cooperation with Western Balkan 
partners. 

• The Unit also works with: EU + Americas, EURAXESS Worldwide, Moldova & Ukraine Horizon 
Europe offices 

• Internal organisation: horizontal teams work on science diplomacy, global approach, 
association, research security. 

Regional Political & Programme Dynamics 

• Ministerial meeting highlighted sensitivities — Serbia strongly objected to Kosovo being 
referred to as a "country". 

• Steering Platform & Ministerial formats continue, MS encouraged to engage more 
proactively. 

• COST, EIT, Eureka, RCC active in the region → high potential for networking and capacity 
building. 

Country-by-Country Overview 

Albania 

• EU accession: All clusters open, Chapter 25 negotiation ongoing. 

• EC expects concrete benchmarks before full accession. 

• Horizon Europe: €7.69M, rising vs. H2020. 

• GBARD still low (2022: 0.06%), data insufficient for analysis — expected progress. 

• EIS: Emerging innovator. Action Plan under development. 

• R&I developments: 

o CoE ambition: Nanotech & Biomarine centres 

o New DURANA Tech Park 
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o National participation in EU HPC 

o Elbasan Mission City; national mission platform planned 

o Very strong EIT presence (RIS Hub + Raw Materials Hub) 

Bosnia & Herzegovina 

• Candidate status (March last year), negotiations not yet opened. 

• Associated to HEU since 2009 — 55 grants, relatively strong. 

• System highly fragmented: no national research ministry, no national RIS3 strategy. 
Partial approaches visible only at Federation level. 

• R&I investment approx. 0.3% GDP, data gaps remain. 

• Sarajevo Mission City, ENES peace-building project ongoing. 

• National mission platform planned for 2026. 

• EIT Community Hub opening in 2026. 

Kosovo 

• ERA alignment ongoing — still only 20% of data available; improving expected next year. 

• Horizon participation remains low; performance mostly unmeasured due to data gaps. 

• Presence of strong companies due to US links, but partnership often leans towards US rather 
than EU. 

• Policy tools exist and developing. 

Montenegro 

• Goal: close all chapters by 2026, join EU 2028 (timeline uncertain). 

• Very active administration — strong ministerial drive. 

• Chapter 25 closed in 2012; Twinning successful but success rate has declined recently. 

• Awaiting second phase of Teaming → high enthusiasm. 

• Podgorica Mission City, RIS3 finalised. 

North Macedonia 

• Screening completed, reforms still pending. 

• Associated to FP since 2007. 

• Funding success centred in University of Skopje, leading EU AI Antenna (one of two in WB). 
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• National innovation instruments merged → funding via INOVA. 

• EIT presence strong, INNOFEIT HUB active. 

Serbia 

• Chapter 25 provisionally closed since 2016. 
Discussion raised possibility of reopening the chapter due to research freedom concerns. 

• EC monitoring R&I situation closely. 

• Horizon Europe top performer in Western Balkans, strong in EIC (Pillar III) as well. 

• Innovation gap still widening. 

• Second AI Antenna in WB located in Serbia. 

Regional Cooperation Tools 

• Western Balkans Steering Platform – online + in-person, MS attendance encouraged. 

• Ministerial 20–21 Oct Podgorica: 

o Two roundtables (R&I + Smart Specialisation) 

o Bilateral format included. 

• Strong ecosystem linkage: COST, EIT, Eureka, RCC mapping activities. 

Policy Responses & Funding Instruments 

Key programmes currently supporting integration: 

• Bi-regional dialogue mechanisms 

• Mobility scheme 

• Innovation vouchers 

• ERA & WB Agenda monitoring 

• Capacity-building activities, info days, training 

Growth Plan for Western Balkans (DG ENEST lead) 

• Similar methodology to EU Recovery & Resilience Plans 

• Reform agendas approved for Albania, NMK, Serbia, Montenegro, Kosovo → Bosnia & 
Herzegovina pending 

• Each country receives dedicated national envelope 

• ENEST consults DG RTD on R&I components. 
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• Example: 

o Serbia: EIC–EIT matchmaking tool under development. 

Enlargement Outlook & FP10 

• Fastest accession path expected for Montenegro. 

• Enlargement approach broadens to include: Georgia, Moldova, Türkiye, Ukraine 

• Challenge: uneven readiness + varied needs. 

• ERA Act & Innovation Act will shape the process. 

• FP10 association perspective currently optimistic — no major obstacles anticipated. 

 


