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Bioeconomy now falls under DG Environment in Unit A3, which covers biodiversity, circular economy,
and bioeconomy. This unit identifies the research needs of DG ENV and works closely with DG RTD in
the co-creation process that translates these needs into Horizon Europe topics. Both DGs shape the
work programme and influence its budget. Although most activity sits within Cluster 6, other clusters
are involved where needed to reflect cross-cutting policy priorities. Current work is concentrated in
Destination 3, focusing on new products, circular business models, circular and bio-based materials,
and support for biotechnology and biomanufacturing.

The next Horizon Europe work programme (2026—27) is expected to be published very soon and will
follow the structure of previous programmes. Formal adoption is anticipated in early December. Cluster
6 Info Days will take place on 22—-23 January, with a brokerage event on 21 January in hybrid format.

The Bioeconomy Strategy, recommended by the Competitiveness Compass, was published on 27
November. Stakeholder consultations highlighted increased circularity across bioeconomy value chains
as the top priority. The strategy emphasises scaling up innovation and investment, developing lead
markets, securing a sustainable long-term biomass supply, and strengthening EU global leadership. It
also stresses cooperation with Member States, regional actors, and both private and public
stakeholders.

The Circular Economy Act builds on the Circular Economy Action Plan and is expected to be adopted in
the second half of 2026. It aims to create a single market for secondary raw materials and stimulate
EU-wide demand. The planned legal instrument would establish a functioning secondary market for
waste—balancing supply and demand—while reducing administrative burdens. It also includes a
review of e-waste rules, as less than 40 percent of e-waste is currently recycled.

On FP10 (2028-2034), the programme will be closely tied to the European Competitiveness Fund, with
an indicative budget of roughly EUR 175 billion. FP10 is expected to mirror the structure of the
Competitiveness Fund’s thematic “windows,” replacing the current clusters. Circular economy topics
are likely to fall under the Clean Transition window, while bioeconomy will be included in the window
covering health, biotech, and agriculture.

Q&A

Question: How will health fit together with areas like bioeconomy, biotech and skills within the same
window?

Answer: Although grouped under one window, these areas will still be separated into different
destinations. Health and biotech will have their own calls, so they will not end up competing with
each other or with bioeconomy.



Question: Since policy needs are translated into calls, what TRL levels will be funded, and how will
the ECF and Horizon Europe divide responsibilities?

Answer: Funding will continue to target TRLs 6—-7—8 and occasionally TRL 9. The established policy-
feedback mechanism ensures that project results inform future calls.

Question: Collaboration and scaling up are priorities. Will there be stronger engagement with
companies from Europe and beyond?

Answer: Collaboration with companies is encouraged, including non-European partners. Increasing
the involvement and role of SMEs is a particular focus, as SMEs often do not take significant positions
in consortia.

Question: What is expected for the future of the CBE Joint Undertaking?

Answer: The current model is based on a 50/50 split with industry. It is not yet known how
partnerships will be structured under FP10. The Commission aims to reduce the overall number of
partnerships, as the landscape has become crowded with many instruments, facilities and missions.

Question: Are there plans for longer project timelines to support piloting, given that market uptake
can take time?

Answer: Project duration depends on the TRL and the type of action. Innovation Actions typically
allow longer timelines due to proximity to the market, whereas RIAs are shorter.

Question: Is it an issue that relevant topics sit in different clusters?

Answer: This is not considered a problem. Clusters remain in close contact, work to avoid overlaps,
and merge topics where appropriate. With processes now more centralised, coordination has
become easier.



