Meeting notes IGLO International Cooperation Working Group:
Association of Switzerland to EU Programmes

Date: 1.10.2025
Place of the event: NorCore, Rue du Trone 98, Brussels
Minutes taken by: Michaela Hnizdilovd, Senior Consultant for Research

Association of Switzerland to EU Programmes

e Switzerland is not part of the EEA and falls under third country category D.

e Qver the past 10 years, negotiations have been ongoing to establish a new cooperation
framework between the EU and Switzerland, including a solution for Swiss access to the EU
market.

e February 2022 proposal: EU-CH agreement package.

o Stabilisation pillar: MRA, air transport, land transport, agriculture, Swiss contribution to
EU enlargement, participation in EU Programmes, and a space agreement.

o New development pillar: health, electricity, food safety.

o Dialogue pillar: parliamentary cooperation + high-level dialogue.

Stabilisation component — EU programmes:

e Objective: stable integration & association as soon as possible.

e Expected association timelines:
e Horizon Europe, Digital Europe, Euratom - from 1 January 2025
¢ Erasmus+ - from 2027
¢ EU Health Programme - linked to health chapter in the package
¢ ITER - from 2026

Process & timeline:

e Explanatory talks concluded in Nov 2023, followed by launch of negotiations in early 2024.

e  First negotiation round on HEU association took place in March 2024.

e EU granted a transitional “gift”: Swiss researchers could apply for ERC Advanced Grants 2024
(evaluated by ERC but funded nationally, not by EU).

e December 2024: transitional arrangement for WP2025 — applicable not only to Horizon
Europe, but also to Digital Europe and Euratom.

e Formal agreement foreseen April 2025, signature expected November 2025 — must be signed
by 15 November at the latest.

e After signing —> provisional association applies immediately (full rights even before
ratification).

e The Council must authorise EC to sign — progress looks positive.

e Swiss implementation preparations are already underway.

e After signing - ratification process follows.

e Needs EP approval (challenge seen in cases such as New Zealand).

e Switzerland will hold a national referendum on the package, including EU programmes.

EU Programme Agreement (EUPA):

e Horizontal part = applies to all programmes, unlimited duration once ratified.
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e Protocols - programme-specific, limited duration. HEU protocol valid until end of 2027.

e Protocols include correction mechanism for category D countries.

o EUPA signature expected Q4 2025: Swiss entities will then be eligible for EU funding in all
accessible 2025 calls.

Programme-related points:

o Eligibility for strategic calls under Art. 22 (HEU) and Art. 12 (DEP).

e Programme Committees could start including Swiss delegates from November 2025.
e Ratification will still depend on referendum approval.

e Transitional measures remain needed to bridge the gap until full association.

Looking ahead to FP10:

e Switzerland analysing next steps for negotiations.

e Uncertainty around possible association to ECF (European Competitiveness Fund) — unclear
governance responsibility.

e Budget challenge: contribution is GDP-based; FP10 currently estimated twice as high = risk
that Switzerland may not afford full participation.

e Relationship between FP10 & ECF unclear — Pillar Il WP could be decided under ECF. Question:
would CH be able to associate only to policy windows?

Article 22:

e FP10 draft reportedly contains no exclusion clause for associated countries.

e However, ECF regulation does include it.

o If excluded from key areas (Al, quantum), access to the most attractive calls may be limited.
e Dual-use considerations may also restrict participation for associated countries.

Referendum outlook currently positive — polling suggests ~65% support.

Swiss researchers expected to remain fully associated until end of 2028, including for all grant
agreements signed before that date.
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