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Why should science (R&D) be integrated in public policy 
(science advice)? 

What R&D frameworks (ecosystems)  facilitate science 
advice (our job in FECYT!) 

Science advice initiatives in Spain: Office of Science and 
Technology in the Spanish Parliament and Science 
Diplomacy Network 

Ideas to boost science advice and science diplomacy in 
Europe: S4D4C H2020 and SFIC Task Force on Science 
Diplomacy 

INDEX 
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Why should science (R&D) be integrated in public policy (science advice)? 
 

 Science alone 
won´t solve it 
 

 Policy makers 
alone  won´t 
solve it 

 
 Society alone 

won´t solve it 
 

 Only joint 
efforts will 
 

 

GLOBAL CHALLENGES REQUIRE JOINT, COORDINATED EFFORTS FROM ALL STAKEHOLDERS 
 

 BETTER INTEGRATION OF SOCIETAL NEEDS INTO R&D 
 

 BETTER INTEGRATION OF SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE INTO PUBLIC  POLICY (SCIENCE 
ADVICE) 
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SOME INITIATIVES FOSTERING SCIENCE ADVICE AND SCIENCE 
DIPLOMACY IN SPAIN 

 Civil society movement asking for a science 
and technology office in the Spanish 
Parliament 
 

 Extremely successful in social media 
 

 Agreement with the Parliament to run a 
“Science in the Parliament” event in 2018 
 

 24 researchers were trained to be science 
advisors on a voluntary basis  
 

 These volunteers presented scientific evidence 
of 12 themes  to Spanish MPs: climate change, 
immigration, suicide, education, AI, etc.  
 

 MPs acknowledged the importance of science 
advice and the Parliament created a S&T 
office, under construction by FECYT and the 
Congress! 

 



SOME INITIATIVES FOSTERING SCIENCE ADVICE AND SCIENCE 
DIPLOMACY IN SPAIN 



IDEAS TO BOOST SCIENCE ADVICE AND SCIENCE DIPLOMACY IN EUROPE 

Project “Using Science for/in Diplomacy for Addressing Global 

Challenges” 

Aiming to research and support EU and global Science Diplomacy 

approaches 

Partners from science and practice 

Universities, international organizations, diplomatic training academy, SD 

implementation agencies 

+ 6 associated partners 
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This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant agreement No 770342. 

SUPER Team 

 





9 Case studies 

 
Infectious diseases; Food security cooperation; Cyber 

security; Water diplomacy; Research infrastructures 

(SESAME); Joint programming; Flagships; Open science 

diplomacy; Science advice mechanisms (fisheries) 

 

10 “Matters” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resulting from our transversal analysis:  

Governance Systems, Instruments, Geography, Individuals, Levels, Scale, Values, Interests, 

Implicitness, Timing & Rhythm  

 



14 Key conceptual and policy 

papers (to date) 
Developing A New Protocol for Science Diplomacy 

Calling for critical assessment and evaluation of SD 

actions 

 

Contributing to the definition of what is a science 

diplomats and necessary skills 

37 Key training outputs 
1 massive open online course 

2 in-person trainings (Vienna and Trieste), 1 

open doors programme 

6 webinars 

1 toolkit for trainers 

24 separate training materials  

1 platform for knowledge resources, 1 

commented bibliography 

 



6000 + Trainees and interested users 

 
Registered users for our online training course – and 1000 

participants at the webinars 

 

100 + Countries 
Registered users for our networking meetings, online training courses and the webinars 

from all over the world 

 

230.000 Visits on our website 

 
28.222 downloads of our materials 

3.100+ twitter followers 

1.500+ group members of LinkedIn Group 



3 Networking 

events 

 

 

 
1st in Madrid 2018 -> 

resulting in the Madrid 

Declaration signed by more 

than 200 experts on science 

advice and diplomacy. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2nd in Berlin 2019 -> resulting in the Policy Report “Calling for a Systemic Change” 

 



3rd Final S4D4C online 2021 hosted by FECYT 

-> together with our smaller focus groups and co-creation events: 1200+ registered 
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Aim is to assess the current status of Science Diplomacy related strategies and 
activities in MS/AC – also related to foster the integration of Science Diplomacy 
aspects in national STI strategies 

 

Assess the potential for EU-wide cooperation and coordination in this field – 
also related to development of an overall Science Diplomacy Roadmap 
including EU Commission, the EEAS and the Member States 

 

The survey include a question of the ERA National Action Plans on priority 6 
detecting the current integration of SD issues.  

 
 

Science Diplomacy “Survey for MS/AC“ 





Formal policy strategies for 
Science Diplomacy are often 
missing 
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Science advice for foreign affairs policies still in the making 

Diagram 1: Existence of Science Diplomacy Strategies N=19 

Diagram 2: Core objectives of Science Diplomacy strategies 
N=16 
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Diagram 3: Focus of Science Diplomacy activities in the different world regions 
N=16 
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Call for additional EU level coordination 

More coordination should not mean more bureaucracy 

Bilateral or Multilateral 
S&T Cooperation 

Agreements 
31.0% 

Permanent S&T Advisory 
Boards or Single Experts 

6.9% 

Ad Hoc S&T Advisory 
Boards 
5.2% 

S&T Advisors Attached to 
Embassies 

22.4% National or Regional 
Research Funding Schemes 

17.2% 

Fellowships or Internships 
for Science Diplomacy 

5.2% 

Pairing Schemes between 
Scientists and 

Diplomats/Policy Makers 
5.2% 

Other 
6.9% 

National Science Diplomacy policy coordination and support mechanisms are widely used 

International coordination in the making 

Diagram 6: Mechanisms to advance Science Diplomacy 
N=18 



Lack of Science Diplomacy training mechanisms 

Big potentiality of EU Science Diplomacy 

Diagram 9: Usefulness of coordination at EU level 
N=18 

Yes 
72.2% 

No 
16.7% 

Do not Know 
11.1% 



COVID 19 crisis: an opportunity for Science Diplomacy 

ERA supporting Science Diplomacy efforts of Member States 
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Diagram 16: Areas regarded as useful for EU-level coordination 
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 Raise awareness among stakeholders (policy makers, researchers, society) 
 

 Curb expectations (i.e: science informed policies vs science based  policies) 
 

 Public engagement towards science advice and science diplomacy (as it strengthens 
trust of society in science and public policy) 
 

 Develop new skills for researchers (trans-disciplinarity, knowledge transfer, etc.) 
 

 Foster new professions at the interface of science and public policy (science advisors, 
scientific attachés) 
 

 Foster mobility of researchers and embedding researchers into public bodies 
 

 Build trust among researchers and policy making 
 

 Acknowledge and rewarding public impact of research 
 

 Foster the integration of policy makers and other stakeholders into the research process 
(so that scientific results are more fit for purpose) 
 
 

IDEAS TO BOOST SCIENCE ADVICE AND SCIENCE DIPLOMACY IN EUROPE 



Thank you!  

 

Ana Elorza Moreno, MA, PhD 

Science Advice and Diplomacy Coordinator 

ana.elorza@fecyt.es 


